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Charles de Gaulle

was born on November

22nd, 1890, in Lille, one

of the biggest factory

towns of the mining

district of France, close

ro the Belgian border,

close to the way through

which the Barbarians

had for centuries been

threatening the rich

plains of Northern France

and - too often alas ! -

succeeded in invading

the country.
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As a child, l i tt le
Charles heard the story
of his town and his
country. At home,
during the long winter
eveningrs, he heard his
grandfather and
his father speak of
the war of 1870 and of
the battles they had
fought against the
Prussians. It was as early
as then that the little boy
realised what a beautiful
and peaceful country
France is, and what a
deadly peril the
proximity of as greedy
and ruthless a people as
the Gerrnans constitutes
for her.



Charles de GauIIe was

still in his 'teens when

his father, a professor,

became a don at the

University of Paris. The

whole family went to

live in the capital, and

there, young Charles,

like thousands of other

schoolboys, was taught

history, geography, and

the Fables of La

Fontaine.
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Eager to learil,

Charles de Gaulle be-

came a student at the

Paris University. He I

was fond of reading *d !
spent long hours on the

banks of the Seine

where the second-hand

booksellers display their

treasures. There he

looked through fine old

books, breaking his

reading from time to

time to glance at the

beautiful landscape of

the river crowned by the

towers of Notre-Dame.



Prompted by his love

for his country and the

desire to lead a grim

and adventurous life,

Charles de Gaulle de-

cided to become a

soldier. He entered the

military school of St. Cyr

where he learned every-

thing-from dril l  to

mathematics-in order

to become a perfect

officer,
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In l9ll, Charles de Gaulle grraduates from St. Cyr with the rank

of Second Lieutenant. Soon he will have the opportunity of tryinS

out his freslùy acguired military knowledge on the battlefield; tluee
years later, on the lst of Augrust, 1914, war is declared. German

troops have crossed the French border and march onwards. Charles

de Gaulle goes to ïvar érs a Lieutenant in the 33rd Infantry Regiment.
















































